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Mary 
McLeod

Interim Superintendent
Welcome Back!
I hope you all had a wonderful and restful spring break.  

          
A “snow day” was called on March 27, the last day of 
school before spring break.  This picture was taken 
outside the administration building.

New School Board Members

Two new Board Members were sworn in on March 10th 
by Judge Pat Casados.  Thelma Hahn will represent the           
Chamisa district and Melanie McKinley will represent the          
Pinon district.  

            
Two new board members sworn in by Judge Pat Casados.

     
Melanie McKinley (left) represents the Pinon district.  Thelma 
Hahn (right) represents the Chamisa district.



Superintendent Search 
The search consultant for the superintendent search is 
currently checking references and confirming information 
on applications of the applicants that might become 
finalists.  When this process is complete, the Board will 
name the finalists in the Superintendent search.  The 
finalists and their spouses will be visiting Los Alamos on 
April 16th, 17th and 18th.  During these three days, the 
candidates will attend several planned activities including
visits to the schools and district office, presentations to 
the community and several social gatherings.  There will 
also be a question and answer period during their 
presentations and an opportunity for staff and community
members to provide feedback to the Board.  The 
presentations to the community will be held on Friday 
evening, April 17th at the high school Speech Theater 
and will be advertised to the public.

Mountain students visit the Legislature
Mountain elementary school teacher, Bernie Morrow and 
her fifth grade class took a trip to the Roundhouse 
February 24 in Santa Fe.  Representative Jeannette 
Wallace met with the students.

Music in the Schools Month
The 7th grade Hawks choir performed for the School 
Board at the regular school board meeting on March 10th 
for Music in the Schools Month.

       
Music teacher Barry Beckett directs the choir.

State Science Fair
Below  are the awards received by Los 
Alamos middle school and high school 
students in the New Mexico Science and 
Engineering Fair: 

Names of students will not be listed.

Exhibit Title: The Underground Radio II 
Division: SR Category: Engineering 
School: Los Alamos High School 
Awards:
First Place SR Engineering 

Senior Division Grand Award: Highest award given by 
New Mexico Science and Engineering Fair to an exhibitor 
in the Senior Division in the field of Physical Sciences. All-
expense paid trip to the International Science and 
Engineering Fair in Reno, Nevada, where Alex is eligible 
to compete as an exhibitor.

Exhibit Title: A Case in Pointe 
Division: JR Category: Engineering 
School: Los Alamos Middle School 
Awards:  
First Place JR Engineering 

Exhibit Title: Does Noise Pollution Bug 
Insects? 
Division: JR Category: Environmental Sciences 
School: Los Alamos Middle School 
First Place JR Environmental Sciences 

Exhibit Title: The Heart of the Fractal 
Division: JR Category: Mathematical Sciences 
School: Piñon Elementary School 
First Place JR Mathematical Sciences 

Exhibit Title: Determining the Orbital 
Elements of Minor Planet 23265 
Division: SR Category: Physics & Astronomy 
School: Los Alamos High School 
Second Place SR Physics & Astronomy 

Exhibit Title: Shake, Rattle and Roll: A 
Three-Axis Sensor Based on Diamagnetics 
Division: SR Category: Engineering 
School: Los Alamos High School 
Third Place SR Engineering 

Senior Division, First Place 
Research Paper Competition

Exhibit Title: Evaporation of Liquids 
Division: JR Category: Chemistry 
School: Los Alamos Middle School 
Second Place JR Chemistry 



Exhibit Title: On the Number of Unique 
Latin and Sudoku Squares 
Division: JR Category: Mathematical Sciences 
School: Los Alamos Middle School 
Second Place JR Mathematical Sciences 

Exhibit Title: How Does Cell Phone 
Radiation Affect Planaria Growth? 
Division: JR Category: Zoology 
School: Los Alamos Middle School 
Third Place JR Zoology 

Exhibit Title: A Lotta Ricotta 
Division: JR Category: Microbiology 
School: Piñon Elementary School 
Third Place JR Microbiology 

Exhibit Title: Get With the Flow Man 
Division: SR Category: Computer Science 
School: Los Alamos High School 
Third Place SR Computer Science 

Exhibit Title: Fishing Pressure on Trout 
Populations in Northern New Mexico 
Streams 
Division: SR Category: Environmental Sciences 
School: Los Alamos High School 
Honorable Mention SR Environmental Sciences 
Honorable Mention 
New Mexico Water Resources Research Institute 

Exhibit Title: Memory Check 
Division: JR Category: Team Projects 
School: Barranca Mesa Elementary School 
Honorable Mention JR Team Projects 

Exhibit Title: Optimization of Windmill 
Performance 
Division: JR Category: Engineering 
School: Los Alamos Middle School 
Honorable Mention JR Engineering 

Exhibit Title: Moon Project 
Division: JR Category: Earth & Planetary Sciences 
School: Mountain Elementary School 
Honorable Mention JR Earth & Planetary 
Sciences 

Exhibit Title: Watershed Watch 
Division: SR Category: Environmental Sciences 
School: Los Alamos High School 
Certificate 
American Meteorological Society 
For the best meteorological exhibit 

You and Your Family are Invited to Celebrate 
MaryÕs Retirement With Her on May 8, 2009

            

Teacher of the Year Nominations
2009 Teacher of the Year Nomination forms have been 
sent to your school’s principal and secretary.  Please give 
serious thought to a teacher that you feel deserves this 
honor.  The Teacher of the Year will be announced at the 
annual retirement party in May.

Quality of Ed Survey
It's time for the Quality of Ed survey for school year 
2008-09.  

The Quality of Ed survey for parents is now on-line.

This survey allows school districts and the Public 
Education Department to obtain valuable input from 
parents for continuous improvement and to better 
educate students.

Hard copies of the questions will be available at your site  
for parents who do not have access to the internet.  Hard 
copies of the survey will also be available with the 
receptionist at the Los Alamos Public Schools 
Administration office. 

You may take this survey at:

http://164.64.166.19/studentsurvey/surveyframe.asp or 
via a link off the main page of the Public Education 
Department’s web site
http://ped.state.nm.us <http://ped.state.nm.us/ under 
”Quality of Ed Survey”.

The survey will be active from April 2, through June 
12, 2009
Directions for taking the survey:
After going to one of the above web sites click on the left 
side of the screen, Take a Survey.  Please follow the 

Please save the date:  Friday, 
May 8th
Place:  Fuller Lodge
Time:  3:30 - 6:00

http://164.64.166.19/studentsurvey/surveyframe.asp
http://164.64.166.19/studentsurvey/surveyframe.asp
http://ped.state.nm.us
http://ped.state.nm.us
http://ped.state.nm.us
http://ped.state.nm.us


survey’s directions and take the survey provided for your 
student(s) school(s).

PLEASE encourage parents to take this survey.

         Web   Watch                          
Web Watch is a feature of School Scripts 
where we wi l l  feature a web tool, give 
instructions, or highl ight some useful  sections 
on the LAPS website. 

WEBSITE TRAINING
There are still two Basic Website Editing Training sessions 
scheduled before the end of the school year: April 15th 
and May 6th.  Details and a course description are 
available in Coursewhere.  If you are interested in 
creating your own website section, you should attend 
basic training.  This training is mainly for Teachers or IA's 
managing sections for teachers.  This training is a 
prerequisite to intermediate and advanced website 
training sessions that will be offered next year.  Additional 
Basic Website Editing Training sessions will be offered 
next year.
Please register through Coursewhere
http://www.laschools.net/staffdevelopment

WEBSITE ACCOUNTS
All LAPS staff members with e-mail addresses have been 
assigned a Schoolwires website account. New staff 
members are assigned a website account and staff 
viewing privileges upon hire.  Information about these 
accounts was sent to all staff in November.  If you do not 
know your website login information, please contact the 
Website Coordinator, Jaime Kephart, at 
lapsweb@laschools.net.  NOTE: Your school site tech 
cannot access this information for you.

WHAT IS THIS FOR? WHY WAS I ASSIGNED THIS 
ACCOUNT?
LAPS website accounts are used for more than just 
signing in to edit your own personal website sections. 
With these, you can subscribe to receive E-Alerts from 
the website. More importantly, with this account, you will 
be able to view website content that is restricted to staff 
viewing only. Without signing in, restricted sections will 
not even appear as links and you won’t even know what 
you’re missing.

If you have questions about your account you 
can:

1. Submit a SchoolDude IT work request.
2. Use the online contact form at http://

www.laschools.net/websitecontact

3. E-mail Website Coordinator, Jaime Kephart, at 
lapsweb@laschools.net

Technology Tip
When you get an e-mail message from eBay or 
your bank, claiming that you have an account 
problem or a question from a buyer, it's probably 
a "phishing scam" intended to trick you into 
typing your password. Don't click the link in the 
message. If in doubt, go into your browser and 
type "www.ebay.com" (or whatever) manually.

Warehouse “Freebie” Area
There is s “freebie” area in the Los Alamos Schools 
warehouse.  This is an area where you can take supplies 
that you no longer use or need.  You can also find 
treasures in this area for things you need.  Warehouse 
hours:  Monday-Friday, 7:30-4:00
If you have questions about the freebie area, please 
contact: 
Mary McKee-Horina x2246
Luis Sanchez  x2244

Human Resources
Please contact Human Resources for changes in address 
or phone number:
Cindy Hererra x2219
Esther Romero x2262

Curriculum Corner
Staff Development:
Starting this school year, there will no longer be in-
service days.  Instead there will be workshops through 
out the school year for teachers and staff to take.  You 
can see a list of workshops by going to
http://www.solutionwhere.com/laschools/cw/main.asp 
Or
you can go to the district’s website to the  Staff 
Development link and follow directions.

Middle School
This picture of the Middle School staff was sent to me.  
Having a little too much fun guys.......
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Los Alamos Public 
Schools Foundation

More information about the foundation may be 
found on the website www.lapsfoundation.com

Family Strengths Network (FSN)

Child Care: Available on-site, must be requested at least a 
week before class - no charge.
Registration: Please call FSN to register: 662-4515.

Special Saturdays
Date: April 11
Time: 10:00 - 12:00
Cost: Free, thanks to LANB 
Ages Served: 5 - 12
Special Saturdays provide fun activities for children and a 
break for parents. Each session includes activity and 
snack time. Possible activities include crafts, nature 
programs and story-telling. Activities and instructors will 
be announced closer to the dates. Space is provided for 
parents who must stay on the premises because of the 
nature of their children’s needs so they can be nearby in 
case they are needed, but able to relax and have time to 
themselves. 

Sarah Plain and Tall Preview
Date: Wednesday, April 29
Time: 1:30-2:30
Suggested Donation:  $1.00 per person
We will open with a song, then LALT actors will perform a 
a scene from the upcoming play.  Come join the fun!  Set 
in the late 19th century, the play is about a widowed 
Kansas farmer with two children, Anna and Caleb.  The 
farmer advertises for a wife.  When Sarah arrives she is 
homesick for Maine, and the children fear that she will 
not stay.  Sarah assures them of her love.  This event is 
recommended for third to sixth graders.
 
Child Care Series
This is a series of classes presented by Jenn Moss.  There 
are 3 classes scheduled:  Monday, March 23 Positive 
Guidance and April 27. Each class goes from 6:30 to 8:00.  
Please call FSN for more information at 662-4515.

Registration: Please call FSN at 662-4515.  Enrollment is 
Limited

This Free Event Is Made Possible Through the Generosity 
of the Following Sponsors:
Pajarito Environmental Education Center

• Los Alamos National Bank 
• Los Alamos National  Laboratory • Los Alamos 

MainStreet 
• LAC Environmental Services 
• LA Department of Public Utilities 
• Neptune and Company  
• Northwind, Inc.  
• Terranear 
• Atomic City Transit

Tweens to Teens
A workshop for 9-13 year old girls and their moms or 
other female adult.
How will you talk to your girl about puberty?  This 
workshop uses activities to foster discussion.  We will 
review the biology of puberty – what physical and 
emotional changes girls can expect and how to deal with 
them.  As kids enter adolescence, communication 
patterns may also change.  We will work on maintaining 
open communication with parents.  Families will leave 
with a tool kit to help youth segue into puberty, including 
the book The care and keeping of you.  Megan is the Los 
Alamos County Public Health Nurse. Jennifer has been 
helping families communicate for 15 years.
 Date:  Thursday, April 23
Time: 5:30 – 8:00
Instructors:   Megan Pfeffer, RN and Jennifer Bartram
Cost:  $35/pair: includes book and pizza dinner
           Scholarships available, please ask
Location:  Family Strengths Network
Registration:  Call 662-4515

Teen Brain Symposium
Date:  Saturday, April 11, 2009
Schedule:
8:00-9:00 light breakfast
9:00-10:30 Dr. Abigail Baird
10:30 -11:00    Break, Refreshments
11:00 -1:00 Mind Research Institute
Location:  UNM-LA Student Center
Cost:  Free
Registration:  Registration is required.  Seating is limited 
to 120.  Register at www.losalamosjjab.com <http://
www.losalamosjjab.com/>  

What Were You Thinking?  The Science of the 
Teenage Brain…Abigail Baird, Ph.D.
 Why do teenagers sometimes do seemingly thoughtless 
things?  Dr. Baird presents results of behavioral and 
functional imaging studies to explain the biology of lapses 

http://www.lapsfoundation.com
http://www.lapsfoundation.com
http://www.losalamosjjab.com
http://www.losalamosjjab.com
http://www.losalamosjjab.com/
http://www.losalamosjjab.com/
http://www.losalamosjjab.com/
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in judgment; lapses that so often leave adults scratching 
their heads in confusion and asking “what were you 
thinking?”
 
Abigail Baird, Assistant Professor of Psychology at Vassar 
College, earned an M.A. in Psychology from Harvard, an 
M.A. in Psychology/Clinical Neuropsychology from Boston 
University, and a Ph.D in developmental psychology from 
Harvard. University.  She did post doctoral work in 
Cognitive Neuroscience at Dartmouth college.  Dr. Baird 
has published extensively and won numerous awards in 
her field.  Her extraordinary talks are eye-opening.
 
Nurses Talks 
Every 2nd Thursday 10:30 - 12:00  Instructor Joyce 
Richins, RN, and guests Cost Free Child care Bring your 
infants to socialize with peers; you can keep an eye on 
them during the talk. Nurses speak for about half an 
hour, followed by time for questions and discussions. 
Joyce is the director of the Labor and Delivery unit at 
LAMC.

Thursday, April 9th:  Potty Training

Daddy and Me Fridays
Dates: 2nd Fridays of each month Sept. - June.
Time: 10:30 - 12:00 (drop-in)
Instructors: Varies
Cost: Free    
Child Care: Bring your toddlers to play with.
Registration: Appreciated, but not required - please drop 
in for any session.
 
Join us on your Fridays off, or take an early lunch and 
drop in with your toddler anytime during our Daddy and 
Me Fridays. We provide snacks and active fun, you bring 
the kid! 

Friday, April 10th 10:30 to 12:00 Daddy and Me:  Music 
with Mr. Greg

The Affects of Substance Abuse on the Brain:  The 
Mind Research Network (MRN)
 
Sara Feldstein-Ewing, Ph.D. and Mike Weisend, Ph.D from 
MRN present current research.  MRN is a no-profit 
organization dedicated to advancing the diagnosis and 
treatment of mental illness and brain injury.  
Headquartered in Albuquerque, MRN consists of an 
interdisciplinary association of scientists located at 
universities, national laboratories and research centers 
around the world.  MRN is focused on imaging technology  
as an integral element of neuroscience investigation.  
MRN researchers are finding better ways to diagnose and 
treat schizophrenia, autism, epilepsy, brain injury, 
alcoholism, substance abuse and post traumatic stress 

disorder.

Sponsored by:  Los Alamos Juvenile Justice Advisory 
Board
                        Family Strengths Network
                        University of New Mexico – Los Alamos
                        Los Alamos National Laboratory

PEEC 
Fun for Everyone
• Watch performances by Clan Tynker, a Renaissance 
group with a non-stop kaleidoscope of acts including 
tightrope-walking, juggling, magic, & more.
• Join us at noon for the Los Alamos 60th Anniversary 
PEEC Nature 
Trail dedication.
• Shop the festival garage sale with items that are related 
to nature, wildlife, birds, or sustainability and all at 
friendly prices.
• Visit exhibits on earth-friendly practices.
• Sing-a-long with Dee Morrison, play Eco Jeopardy, and 
try orienteering.
• Kids see live critters & get your face painted.
• Buy a backyard compost bin or rain barrel.
• Munch on pizza and farmers’ market treats.
• Ride the trolley shuttle between PEEC and the LAHS 
parking site.

In case of rain, the festivities will be moved to the high 
school cafeteria.



 Los Alamos County Library System Events 

April 2009
April is

National
Poetry Month! 

Thursday
April 2
6:30 PM

 
Mesa Public Library 60th Anniversary

FREE Film Series*
1954 classic

Salt of the Earth 
Upstairs Meeting Room Theater

 March 31-
April 30

  
Libros: Book Arts Group of Northern NM
Handmade books in all shapes and styles

Upstairs Art Gallery
 March 31-

April 6

Computer Class Extravaganza Week!
Learn to use the catalog, find pet info online, do genealogy research, find great fiction and 

much more…
Classes will be held in the Mesa Reference area 

Thursday
April 9
6:30 PM

Poetry Potluck Open Mike
And potluck of literary inspired food!

Upstairs Rotunda
Wednesdays

2:00-3:00  PM
YS Program Room

 
Hit the WaL! (Wednesdays at the Library)

Activities for kids ages 6-12. Crafts and video games- check with YS for specific details. 
Call for dates and times

TAG --Teen Advisory Group
Ages 13+ welcome, join Angie for book talks, live online author talks 

7:00 PM
Thursday
April 16

 



White Rock Family Friendly Film Series*
Bolt (PG)

Shown at White Rock Town Hall
 FREE 

April 12-18
 

National Library Week
Enter a drawing to win prizes and a behind the scenes tour. 5 Winners! 

Thursday
April 23
7:00 PM

 
Authors Speak* presents
Poet Michelle Holland 

Upstairs Rotunda
Thursday
April 30
7:00 PM

Special Reading in honor of Earth Day and National Poetry Month
William DeBuys reads from

Homeground:
Language for an American Landscape

Upstairs Rotunda
 

       Please note: No Regular Youth Programs March 30-April 5
 

Join the celebration of
National Library Week!

April 12-18
Enter a drawing:

Win prizes and behind the scenes tours-
Free giveaways too!

  
Wireless @ Your Library!

Now patrons and visitors to Mesa Public Library can surf the web in comfort:  just bring 
your laptop, pda, or other internet ready device along, stop by a service desk (Reference, 

Circulation, or Youth) and pick up that day’s access code and guidelines for use, find a comfy 
chair in the quiet reading area or periodicals area and you’re ready to browse. Best of all, it’s 

free! Call 662-8253 for details.

REGULAR LIBRAR Y HOURS 
                Mesa Public Library & White Rock Branch Library

   Monday through Thursday: 10:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m.
    Friday       10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. 
    Saturday   10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

                  Sunday     12:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. 




Peddler’s Cart


Please send information about any items you want to BUY, SELL or GIVE AWAY to Gayla Romero: 
g.romero@laschools.net. 


Chamisa School

301Meadow Lane
Saturday, April 18
8:00am - 1:00pm

1st Annual Spring Boutique
and Small Business Fair
Vendors of all varieties.
Handmade Gifts, Food,

Accessories, Art &- more....
(proceeds benefit 6th Grade ROPES)

Vendor spaces available:
Contact Tiffany Lovell, 501-1014 or

toddntifflovell@msn.com

Looking for a home for two Labs.
Two females, Cookie and Coco, both have chips implanted - well cared for.  Family losing home. Desperate to find loving 
home. Already housebroken, trained, love kids, spayed, up-to-date on shots. . . .  What more could you ask for? But must 
stay together! These are life-long friends. We're not able to take our beloved doggies with us and I've been desperately 
trying to find a home for both of them 'together'. They were raised together and pine without each other. The Lab rescue 
have already said that they would probably separate them, so this is my last resort.

Both doggies are in great health, have been spayed and have ID chips implanted under the skin.

Cookie turned 3 December 10th and Coco was 3 April 1st. Cookie is my mellow-yellow, and just loves her tummy rubbed. 
Coco is adorably funny and lives for her "ball". 

Lara Katz
Montgomery & Andrews, P.A..
P.O. Box 2307
Santa Fe, NM 87504-2307
lkatz@montand.com<mailto:lkatz <lkatz@montand.com&lt;mailto:lkatz> <mailto:lkatz >  @montand.com>
(505) 986-2542

87 Manhattan Loop for rent.  2300 sq ft, 4 bedroom + study, 2 full baths, living room with fireplace, 
skylights and ceiling fans, kitchen with breakfast area, dinning room.  House is located 3 blocks from 
the Mari Mac shopping area, large fenced yard with fruit trees. This house is in a quiet, family 
neighborhood with 2 grass park areas a block or less away. Deposit 
$1000.  $1500 per month. Non-smoking.  Gas stove, dish washer, disposal, refrigerator, washer and 
dryer.  Contact Robert 505-662-9001, or Linda
505-310-4403 or email to leftnrighthand@starband.net
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